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3 Claims.
1

This invention relates to slide rules or calculat-
ing apparatus of the flat rectilinear type herein
mainly referred to as slide rules or the like.

The object of the invention is to provide an
improved slide rule or the like as referred to above
mainly from the aspect of small cost of material
and assembly of parts, while yielding a rule of
convenient and acceptable form without detri-
ment to efficiency particularly, though not exclu-
sively, a rule which may conveniently be carried
in the pocket for quick reference.

The invention in brief consists in a slide rule
or calculating apparatus of the flat rectilinear
type comprising a non-metallic case formed from
material of the group commonly known as plas-
tics, and preferably a thermo-setting resin, to-
gether with suitably marked interlocking fixed
and sliding parts made of any convenieni ma-
terial, for example, of Celluloid or metal, the case
being of two or more interconnected and pref-
erably snap-fastened parts, which after locking
retain the scale parts in position with the neces-
sary degree of operational freedom.

The invention also consists in a slide rule or
calculating apparatus in accordance with the pre-
ceding paragraph provided with a cursor fitting
over the scales but within the casing.

The invention also consists in improved slide
rules or calculating apparatus constructed sub-
stantially as herein described with reference to
the accompanying drawings.

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a plan view from above of one form
of slide rule according to the present invention;

Figure 2 is an end view of Figure 1 looking on
the right thereof;

Figure 3 is a section on Figure 1, the line 3—3
thereof looking in the direction of the arrow, and

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of Figure 3
looking in the direction of the arrow.

In carrying the invention into effect in the form
illustrated by way of example a slide rule is con-
structed of the following main parts, namely, a
casing comprising a bottom shell a and a top shell
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b, three scales ¢, d and e, two of which, namely ®

¢ and d, are located in position by means of pins
f and ¢ in the bottom shell of the casing as fixed
scales, and a third e slidable with reference to the
former two scales, but having a tongue and groove
or like correlation h with those scales, so that
although it can be moved longitudinally, it is
always locked to the fixed scales ¢ and 4. A cursor
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i is also provided fitting over the scales but pref-
erably within the casing, that is to say, between
the bottom and top shells ¢ and b respectively.

If desired, a protective covering may be applied
over the scales but beneath the cursor held also
in place by the sections forming the casing.

The casing sections or shells ¢ and b are pref-
erably formed of a thermo-setting resinous plas~
tic material, and have corresponding projections
j and recesses k preferably slightly undercut in
order that the two shells may be assembled and
pressed together by thumb pressure, snapping in-
to position and remaining there through a long
snap extending practically the whole length of
the rule. The scales are firmly held in position
by landings I formed on the top shell. The top
shell has a window m for inspection of the scales.

The invention is not limited to the particular
example described.

I claim:

1. In a slide rule, a bottom shell formed of
moulded material, a top shell formed of moulded
material, a projection carried by and extending
lengthwise of one of said shells, the other shell
having a recess therein extending lengthwise of
the shell, said projection and a wall of said recess
both being undercut to interengage and maintain
the shells in assembled relationship.

2. In a slide rule an elongated moulded casing
section having a window therein, a second elon-
gated moulded casing section, said first casing
section having elongated recesses therein with a
sidewall of each recess undercut, and ribs pro-
jecting from the second casing section extending
lengthwise thereof adapted to snap into said re-
cesses and maintain the casing sections in assem-
bled relationship.

3. In a slide rule according to claim 2 wherein
scales are carried between the two casing sec~
tions, and a longitudinally slidable scale mounted
between the first scales.
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